DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
'I like you, but all you ask of me is not justified.'" Here he paused in his reflections and said after a while: "No. In this matter long experience has not led me to waver."
In face of such firmly anchored moral principles I drew him away to consider the usual objections which are put before those who hold power over others, so that he could deal with them in a personal way. Therefore I asked him if the State on the one side and his family on the other were not a cause of distraction.
"I have never experienced such a conflict/' he
said almost astoundedly. Then he gave an ironic
shrug and continued: "With kings, yes, there one
finds a warped sort of life and of morals also, as I
saw it during a number of years in Vienna and as
one reads of it in so many biographies. Thus, for
instance, it often happens that a king has to choose
a wife on business principles, as often happens with
the son of the peasant, just to hold on to his little
bit of land and keep it among his clan. It is the
same thing. But he is in the unhappy position of
having power and money in his hands. He has to
bow to corruption and chicanery. Once he starts
on that road he goes farther. A large, expensive
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